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Recap of the Last Lecture

We care about diversity because significant, observed inequalities exist
between groups in society.

The egalitarian perspective emphasizes the importance of personal
responsibility in determining acceptable levels of inequality.

According to Sen, public policies should maximize people’s freedom to
decide and become who they want to be.

According to Roemer, public policies should attempt to reward merit and
correct for luck in realized outcomes.
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Roadmap for Today

But before designing policies, we need to quantify inequalities [Block 1].

Today, we will cover several essential dimensions of inequality from a
global and historical perspective.

This is hard for several reasons:

• Limited data availability in many countries and for the past

• Strong research focus on developed countries – in particular the
United States – at the expense of developing countries

We will mainly focus on men-women differences, as it is a relatively
universal divide.
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The Global Gender Gap Index

The Global Gender Gap Index monitors gender inequality (WEF, 2022).

It measures gender gaps along four core dimensions:

• Economic opportunities

• Education

• Political empowerment

• Health and survival

We will later add “cultural values and stereotypes” to this list. Though
they are often harder to measure precisely, they are also essential to
understand the other gaps.
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Average Global Performance

The world has nearly closed the gap in health and education, but
economic opportunities and political empowerment still lag behind.
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This average performance masks considerable heterogeneity.
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Other indices corroborate these findings (Ortiz-Ospina and Roser, 2018).
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But there is a general trend towards improvement.
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Let’s look at each dimension separately...

Bocconi University Diversity and Global Policy 10/45



Introduction Economic Opportunities Education Political Representation Health and Survival Values and Stereotypes References

In general, women are at a disadvantage for economic opportunities.
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The gender wage gap is decreasing but persistent.
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Women are also less likely to participate in the labor market.
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But the situation is also improving.
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Part of the problem is the unequal burden of unpaid care work.
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In practice, many women actually work, but informally.
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In some countries, this is partly the result of legal constraints.
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The problem extends beyond earnings to wealth acquisition.
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Among working women, top management positions are rare, suggesting
a “glass ceiling”.
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The world has drastically decreased the educational attainment gap.
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Share of women among scientists and engineers in Europe

However, the underrepresentation of women in STEM-related studies
and jobs remains a pressing issue.
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The political representation gap is also still wide and problematic [link].
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Share of women among Members of European National Parliaments
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Access to healthcare is also unevenly distributed between genders
(OWID, 2023).
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Many women do not decide for their own bodies, as legal and informal
norms constrain them.
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An extreme case concerns forced marriages worldwide.
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This inequality extends to extreme forms of violence.
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Son preference is particularly worrisome in the developing world and
creates major demographic imbalances (Ritchie and Roser, 2019).
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Cultural values and stereotypes are a big chunk of the problem and the
solution (overlooked for a long time by economists).
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To some extent, people are right to be hopeful for the future.
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But there is still some push back from part of the population.
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What’s next?

In the next lectures, we will dig deeper into measurement tools for
inequalities that go beyond raw empirical evidence.

We will focus on the United States for data and research quality reasons.

Given the country’s history of slavery, we will also have the opportunity to
discuss racial gaps.
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